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The Rev. Dr. Christian Brocato
+ O Christ, revealed through the glory of your Resurrection, open our minds and hearts to the knowledge and love of you, our Strength and Redeemer.  Amen.
This past Monday through Wednesday, the priests and deacons of the Diocese gathered for Clergy Conference, an annual event of clergy with the bishops and with presenters from a variety of different areas and varying degrees of importance.  We also prayed together and tried to get to know one another better.  This yearly conference gives us a time to retreat while giving us a time to share our stories and listen attentively to those of others.

Listening to stories.  We began our first session on Monday by listening to Bishop Tom giving us an overview of this year’s Clergy Conference.  He began with a Christian and pastoral response to the event that had just happened not twenty-four hours before, the death of Osama bin Laden.  As Christians, we are reminded that we are a people called to love and peace.  Perhaps, the now famous quote from Gandhi might give us insight:  “An eye for an eye makes the whole world blind.”  

Last Sunday’s event has occupied the news media throughout this week.  It occupied many of our private conversations during the Conference.  It was a defining moment in the world of terrorism.  It occupied many of our conversations about how to pastorally respond especially in light of the Gospel and also in light of Mother’s Day.  Could this week have been more complex for the preacher?  I have to admit that we were all very anxious during the Conference.  We questioned how best to listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit, a voice that we routinely try to listen to in our lives.

Listening to the voices of those around us who intend to be helpful, positive and affirming is not always easy, is it?  As a child growing up, do you remember the voice of your mother doing the best she could to be helpful, to provide information on how to do this, that or the other?  For some of us, that voice was positive and affirming.  For others of us, that voice might not have been positive and affirming.  Listening to parents, listening to those who love us, listening even to those who wish us harm are ways of listening to the world around.  Voices form, shape and influence our thoughts and our decisions.
In today’s Gospel, the two disciples on the road to Emmaus found themselves listening to someone whom they didn’t recognize.  Perhaps beyond an appearance that wasn’t familiar, the voice might not have been familiar as well.  Imagine us accompanying them on that road, on that night after the proclamation of the Resurrection by the women who had first gone to the tomb.  Imagine us accompanying them with hearts heavy and burdened by loss, by confusion or even fear.  After all, Jesus was nowhere to be found.  He said he would arise but what real proof was there?  Yes, we as human beings are almost always looking for proof.  Aren’t we?
Remember those times during childhood when your mother said, “Trust me, I know what’s best.”  Really?  How was I supposed to know that?  What proof was there beyond the fact that age was seemed certainly in her favor?  One word stands out: Trust.
The evening of the Resurrection was perhaps one of those times when the disciples were consciously or subconsciously trying to recall Jesus’ words asking them to trust him.  

Very often in our spiritual journeys, you and I find ourselves in a complex web of longing to trust in God through the person of Jesus.  We can easily chronicle how Jesus came into the world and why he came into the world.  
Many of us can talk about various stories in the Bible, stories that show how Jesus was the fulfillment of what the ancient prophets had foretold.  We can talk how Jesus healed the sick, cared for the poor, taught his disciples and gave of himself in the bread and wine, his body and blood.   We can talk about the Resurrection as best as we can even though it is the one of if not the most profound mystery of all time after the creation of the world.  But wait, even the Gospel accounts don’t agree on the specifics of what happened.  They do agree that Jesus was raised from the dead and that he appeared after his Resurrection to various people and then to many people.  
How does Jesus appear to us?  How can you and I step back from our crazy and busy lives and comprehend how Jesus speaks to us, how Jesus comes to us, how Jesus reveals himself to us in the Scriptures, in the Eucharist and in one another, how the stories of our lives reveal Jesus speaking to us through situations and through the voices of others?
Yesterday, four parishioners from All Saints, Ann, Mary, Hilde and Carol received the Holy Spirit through the laying on of hands by Bishop Gayle Harris, a powerful sign of the presence of God in action.  Their stories have become part of our story.  They listened and responded to God’s call to relationship in the midst of this community of faith.  Congratulations for having helped them to do just that.   
How do you and I listen to God’s story which calls us into relationship?  What do we have to do in order to listen so that we can hear and then respond?  What are those things which we need to let go of so that God’s story and our story can become one and the same story?  

Today’s Gospel is about stories, the disciples’ story, and Jesus’ story, the story of that early community of faith and our stories.  We, like them, are called to listen, to hear, to see and to respond.  Let us listen, hear, taste and see the goodness of God and respond with all our hearts.  Amen!
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