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The Second Sunday after the Epiphany (A)
John 1: 29-34
January 16, 2011
The Rev. Dr. Christian Brocato

All Saints, Epiphany 2011
+O God, open our minds and hearts so that we may know you, our light and our joy.  Amen.
And Jesus turned to John and his disciples and said, “What are you looking for?”  He turns to us and asks it as well.  “What are you looking for?”  “What are we looking for?”
I think there are two kinds of people who go grocery shopping.  Jeff is one of them, and I’m the other.  Jeff shops with lists.  He virtually never goes to the supermarket without a concise list, and he rarely buys anything not on that list.  
On the other hand, I never shop with lists.  I like the freedom of going, seeing, discovering and deciding just what it is that I ‘need to have.’  When some people shop, they know exactly what they are looking for, whether at Stop and Shop, Macy’s, Kohl’s or elsewhere.  Others might know what they’re looking for but could end up with lots of things that they may or may not need.

Perhaps, you fit into one of those two categories.  Of course, there could be others but it seems to me that each of us more or less falls into knowing what we’re looking for or not quite knowing what we’re looking for.  If we were to go around the Church this morning and ask the question, “What are you looking for?” or “What are you seeking here?”  Then, what would be your answer?  
We all come to Church for various reasons.  There could be a different one for each of us here this morning.  Let’s do something different.  Let’s pause for a few seconds and reflect on the question in our hearts, “What am I looking for here?”  There is no right or wrong answer.  Let us ask God’s Holy Spirit to fill us with wisdom in addressing this important question.  (pause)  Jesus asked a profound question of those present in John’s Gospel, and he asks us that question as well.

Too often, we go about life without reflection, without thinking about why we do what we do, why we believe what we say we believe, and why we say things that we sometimes say and for which we might be sorry.  
Life lived without reflection is a life lived that misses much of what is possible in life.  If we don’t reflect on the experiences of our lives, then, they become only experiences that happen and then somehow get filed in the back of our minds.  

This past week, I was reminded of a trip to Ireland when I had on a thick wool sweater that I bought at Blarney Woolen Mills, near the Blarney Castle.  The brief reflection on that trip transported me to that experience, briefly washed away the cares of the day and allowed me to relive a lovely trip during a time of much work and stress.  It was refreshing.

Perhaps, there are experiences in your life in which a brief reflection on them can transport you there even after decades of time.  Our minds are marvelous parts of our anatomy that can allow us to recall, remember, reflect and refresh experiences from our memories.  We smile because the remembrance is wonderful.

John’s recollection of Jesus whom he encounters twice in this Gospel passage allows John to experience Jesus in a very special way.  If we were could have asked John, “What are you looking for?” he would have said, “The Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.”  If asked, “What are you seeking?” he would have said, “The Messiah, the Son of God.”  If we could have asked Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., “What are you looking for?” I feel pretty certain he would have jubilantly proclaimed, “Jesus, the Lamb of God, who has freed us from sin and who is Messiah, Son of God.”
Andrew clearly said to his brother, Simon Peter, “We have found the Messiah.”  With great joy and without a whole lot of information, Andrew delivers a significant punch line.  Perhaps, just before he was martyred for his belief in Jesus, he reflected on that first experience, smiled, felt a warm glow inside and was transported back to a more simple time of joy and anticipation.  
The spiritual life is kind of like that.  We are called to read the Scriptures, hear the Word of God proclaimed in the midst of the community, feast on the Body and Blood of the Lamb of God and to experience joy and anticipation.  Our Episcopal theology is a theology of joy and anticipation.  Yes, we confess our sins but we’re mired down by them.  Yes, we come together from the various circumstances of our lives, some of which might be joyous and others of which might be sad, but we come because we want to be filled with joy and anticipation.
Those suffering from the shootings in Arizona, the massive flooding in Australia and Brazil or the political upheaval in Tunisia might find it difficult today to find joy and anticipation in life.  As our hearts and prayers go out to them, we give thanks to God for all the wonderful gifts God gives us individually and as a family of faith.  

2011 allows us renewed anticipation that what we do here is what God has called us to do and that we will be blessed for having done it.  We look to God to help us answer the questions, “What are we looking for?” and “What do we seek in this place?”  
We ask God to give us answers in and through our relationships and in and through the Word and the Eucharist, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, refreshed, renewed and recharged to go forth as disciples of Jesus for those in need.  
Every time we touch the life of someone else, we the baptized sons and daughters of Jesus act as his disciples in the world.  Every time we decide to be kind, understanding and generous especially with someone hard to love, then, we are the heart of Jesus reaching deep into the life of someone in need of healing and wholeness.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus says, “Come and see.”  We are here because we have come, and we want to see.  We want to have our eyes illuminated by the light of Christ so that we can be all God calls us to be, people of faith, people of hope, people of love and charity towards all God’s people.  May it be so, and may our experiences of that light be life-giving and refreshing.  Amen!
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