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+ O God of light and darkness teach us to live lives pleasing in your sight, our Strength and our Redeemer.  Amen.
What did he say, Gloria?  God of light and darkness?  Let’s think about that for a minute.

I remember a camping trip in the Boundary Waters of northern Minnesota that I once made with an old friend.  It was the dead of summer, which amidst all that water can be very steamy hot for a state that is so very cold in dead of winter.  
The Boundary Waters and camping:  Portaging canoes from one lake to another with heavy backpacks filled with everything from food and mosquito repellant to tent gear in all that heat and ups and downs between lakes is a lot of work.  What a sight!  At the end of a day, one would think that one would collapse into a sleeping bag on the hard ground.  The day was hot under the blazing light and heat from the sun.  The night was as dark as one could image, save the stars above.  
I remember feeling unsafe.  We had tied our food up in a tree so that bears couldn’t get it.  We had forgotten our flashlights somewhere outside the tent.  It was dark, really dark.   
There I was trying to fall asleep on the hard ground with all the distractions of noise from the forest, the whirring of mosquitoes and the possibility of bears or moose bounding across the campsite.  Really fun!  Ah, camping in northern Minnesota and trying to sleep, somewhat afraid the unknown, afraid of the incredible darkness and unable to let go and be at peace with the beauty of God’s creation.

Ever had an experience of incredible darkness?  Ever thought that flashlight in the midst of that terrible power outage wouldn’t work?  Ever realized that there were aspects of life when you were either unable or unwilling to let go of the darkness to find light?

The blind man experienced transformation from a life of darkness to the light of day.  He didn’t ask to see but the grace of Jesus brought him from darkness to light.  
This is a familiar story.  We read it this morning in parts as we read the lengthy Gospel last week in parts.  Why?  So that we could hear it better; so that different voices could communicate the richness of the dialogue and the characteristics of different players in this complex scene from John’s Gospel.  Richness of dialogue and characteristics of different players enable us to hear the story better.  
What did we hear?  What was the first reaction of the blind man in the story?  
Was it the miracle of sight, the miracle of the transition from darkness to light at the hands of Jesus?  Was it the voice of Jesus, a voice that said, “He was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him?”  Was it the words or Jesus that instructed him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam,” that moved him to do as Jesus suggested?  
Perhaps, the blind man was sensitive to voice and inflections of the voice, those subtle nuances that can either gentle move someone to action or cause startling fear.  My understanding is that those who are blind have other acute senses that enable an amazing capacity to hear and to act in ways that we might only imagine.  
In this miracle account, we have darkness and light as well as aspects of hearing and seeing.   Just a couple of weeks ago, we left the Season of Epiphany, the season of light, and entered into the journey of Lent, a season of introspection and reflection.  

In Lent, we look into those places in our lives in need of healing, wholeness and light.  As we celebrated Jesus, the Light of the World in Epiphany, so now we celebrate Jesus, the Light who frees us from the darkness of our lives.  Jesus invites us into a life-transforming relationship with him.  As sheep in a pasture, we long to hear his voice, a voice that comforts, a voice that instructs, a voice that tells us how very much we are the beloved of God.

Hearing and sight were critical for the blind man to experience the healing power of God.  Hearing and sight are critical for us to experience the healing power of God.  What did the blind man have to do to listen, to hear and then to see?  
What do you and I need to do to listen, to hear and to see?  What do we need to let go of in our lives, those dark places that can prevent us from moving forward, places of hurt that are in need of healing, places longing for the voice of God?

I have those places within me.  I have experienced the darkness of fear and not just on a camping trip at night.  I have experienced incredible hurt, and I fully acknowledge the need for healing and wholeness in my life.  How about you?  
Can Lent help us come to grips with those places in our lives where we hold on to fear, hurt, anger, past sins, and the list goes on?  I believe Lent can help us become who God calls us to be because God is in the midst of it.  
God is in the midst of this Lenten journey in which we walk with Jesus on the road to Jerusalem, to Calvary and on to the empty tomb.  That tomb is the place where darkness was shattered for all time and filled with the incredible power of resurrection light!  How do we get there?  
God leads us.  Here we listen intently to God’s voice calling us in Word, in Eucharist and in community: “Once you were in darkness, but now in light.  Live as children of light.”  Can we believe that?  Indeed, I believe we can.  Amen! 
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