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Lent III (A)
March 27, 2011
John 4:5-42
The Rev. Dr. Christian Brocato
+ O God, to teach us to live lives that are pleasing in your sight, O God, our strength and Redeemer.  Amen.
“God is here.  In the midst of life, breaking through the commonplace…Do not wait to hear God’s spirit winging near in moments of great crisis…Rather find God in the simple experiences of daily living, in the normal ebb and flow of life as you live it,” said theologian, Howard Thurman.  Do we believe that can and does happen?  Do we find God in commonplace experiences of life?

One night this past week, I forced myself to go to the gym.  I had my homily materials as I usually do.  I read them while biking.  
That night, I went to a bike, put my papers on the bike rack and happened to look at the seat of the bike next to mine.  There was a magazine there, the back cover of which had a Cover Girl add on it.  For whatever reason, I turned it over, all 212 pages of it, to discover the March 2011 edition of O, the Oprah Magazine.  
On the cover was a photo of Oprah with her great smile and with a banner across the cover that read, “De-Clutter Your Life! Say Goodbye to the Stuff that’s weighing you down.”  I couldn’t take my eyes off the cover and wondered why.  
I wondered what it meant.  So, I went to page 154 which had an interview with someone named, Nate Berkus.  No clue who that is, by the way, and whom Nate Berkus is doesn’t matter in my story.  What does matter is an answer to a question which I found remarkable: “What I’ve come to understand is that if things have meaning, if they sing a little song to you when you look at them, that’s when you can really start breaking the rules of design.” ~ Nate Berkus
Okay.  I admit it.  I found God in The Oprah Magazine for March 2011.  In the commonplace experience of a gym, I saw a text on a magazine cover about de-cluttering life, read the article, and found God’s voice singing a song about meaning in life, things that have meaning, people who have meaning in our lives and how breaking the rules of design is just what Jesus did in this Gospel passage from John.  

Jesus broke the rule of design by talking with a non-Jewish Samaritan woman at Jacob’s Well.  She broke the rule of design by talking with a man whom she didn’t know, a conversation in the heat of the noon day sun, blistering heat, heat that perhaps brought them both to the well for water to quench their thirst.  

In the commonplace experience of the woman’s life of going to the well at noon day, she encountered God.  She went at noon so as not be seen by fellow townspeople because of her reputations.  Jesus talked with her, told her her life’s story, was not accusatory, and entered into relationship with her.  He broke the rules of engagement that dictated with whom he could speak.  He broke the rules that labeled the Samaritan woman because of her past, used the moment to teach her that he was the Messiah and someone quite of setting aside rules to be fully present to a stranger.
We know that the woman was moved by the experience and went off to gather others so that she could bring them to meet this Jesus who claimed to be the Messiah.  They returned, and Jesus stayed with them for two days.  He stayed in a Samaritan house for two days, breaking all kinds of rules, as Jews and Samaritans never mixed in society.  He broke accepted rules for the sake of his mission.  
What is clear to me is that the Samaritan woman was suddenly enabled to de-clutter her life, put her past in perspective, hear the Word of God spoken by Jesus and allow the encounter to transform her life.  The Samaritan woman became a believer and brought others to belief as well.

Today, we gather as a community on this the Third Sunday of Life because we believe and ask God to strengthen that belief.  We’re not here because it’s a ‘cool’ thing to do.  Actually, going to church these days is hardly cool at all; just ask any one of our youth.  I’d love it if Rachel, Michael, Kasey, Dayle, Jessica or Derek would say that being in church on Sunday is a really ‘cool’ thing to do.  Being a Christian, a ‘church going’ Christian in today’s world is counter-cultural, when not that many years ago, it was the cultural as well as spiritual thing to do on Sunday mornings.  
Being here as a community of faith gathered around the Word of God and the Eucharist of God helps us ‘in the world,’ in the commonplace experiences of the world, and we see God in strangers or in odd places.  Here, we learn to tap into the inner grace that is ours through the gift of the Holy Spirit, so that even in a gym where we might open a magazine, God’s song can be heard in our hearts.  
Like the woman at the well, we need to ‘de-clutter’ our lives so that the Spirit can have room to work within us.  I long to allow God’s song, God’s abundant grace, to fill me with the passion that was Christ’s as he journeyed through life.  What do you long for in your relationship with Christ and this experience of being ‘church’ here at All Saints?

Let us continue our journey through Lent so that we can be more in tune with Jesus and his journey.   As the woman at the well saw her whole life opened to new and exciting possibilities through belief in Jesus, so, too, can our lives be opened to new and exciting possibilities that come from truly believing in him.
O “God of great surprises, today let us find you in all the nooks and crannies of daily life” (Howard Thurman) and be in awe of the power of your Spirit working in our lives.  Amen.  
Thurman, Howard. 40-Day Journey with Howard Thurman.  Minneapolis: Augsburg Books, 2009.
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