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Last Sunday after Epiphany (A)

Matthew 17:109
March 6, 2011
The Rev. Dr. Christian Brocato

+O “God with us,” open our minds and hearts to the marvelous light of your presence, our hope and our salvation.  Amen.

Scenes of fast-paced, action packed, high-tech, hyper-dimension in movies these days, movies like, ‘Tron,’ ‘Iron Man,’ ‘Transformers,’ ‘Matrix Reloaded,’ or ‘Inception,’ represent incredible examples of cinematography and technology in a marriage like never before in motion picture history.  These films like others similar to them have one action scene after another, a visual and sensual feast, all for a not so inexpensive price of a movie ticket.  

If you like that kind of a film, the entertainment value is terrific.  If you’re looking for some kind of serious character development, then, forget it!  More often than not, there is little in the plot to suggest that the main characters are going to somehow be transformed from the beginning of the film to the end.  They are usually pretty static.  The drama of the film lies in the technology that produces the action in some 120 minutes of smashing scene after another. 
If you’re more interested in movies or plays that portray characters whose lives are intertwined in complex relationships.  Such movies require substantive acting, movies such as ‘To Kill a Mockingbird,’ ‘Schindler’s List, or ‘The King’s Speech.’   The drama is in the text and the actors’ abilities to carry out what the author and stage director intend.  One can expect to see character development, character transformation, character evolution from one point to another, from one emotion to another, from one level of maturity to another.

Personally, I’ve been waiting for a new level of maturity for a very long time.  I fear that I may be waiting even longer.  But in today’s Gospel, Peter, James and John, must surely have experienced a new found sense of maturity in their lives.  
Peter, James and John had followed Jesus up the mountain only to be face-to-face with this spectacular, spirit-filled, techno-charged biblical scene, replete with the appearance of Jesus in dazzling white along with Moses and Elijah, the two greatest prophets of the Jewish Tradition.  Oh, and there was a bright cloud and a voice from God.  Cecil B. DeMille would have loved to have taken on this scene not to mention Stephen Spielberg.  
Let’s not get caught up in the details of the dramatic effects on the mountain.  Let’s reflect on what happened there: The transformation of characters including that of Jesus.  Surely, Jesus in dialogue with Moses and Elijah could not have come away from that experience without a substantive change in how he perceived his life and his ministry.  

Let’s picture ourselves on that mountain along with Peter, James and John.  How might that event have affected us, the event we now call The Transfiguration of Christ?  
Peter, James and John were called by God to be in the presence of Jesus.  You and I are called by God to be in his presence as well.  We are called to be with this person whom we say we love, called to be transformed by the One who came into the world through the power of love, the love of God in the beloved Son, Jesus.
As I prayed and studied this week, I wondered what response we might make if we were asked who Jesus is for us?  What if we were asked to define Jesus and our relationship with him without using the phrase, the Son of God?  What would we say?  What descriptors would we use to tell someone else who Jesus is and why we love him so much?  

The Christian Tradition gives us all kinds of different ways of defining Jesus.  Our hymnals take us through a variety of different descriptors as we try to put flesh on this Jesus and what he means to us.  Think about it.  
He is “King of Kings and Lord of Lords.”  We “Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon the throne.”  We believe that “At the Name of Jesus, every knee will bow and every tongue confess him, King of Glory now.”  Our sisters and brothers in the evangelical tradition use far more affective words in their hymns.  In one hymn, the question is asked, “Do you know my Jesus, the Christ of Calvary?  Once you know my Jesus, his you will always be.”

No matter how we describe Jesus, no matter what language we use to articulate his place in our lives, our lives can be greatly impacted by our relationship with him.  Perhaps, the upcoming Season of Lent can be a journey in which we redefine for ourselves just who Jesus is and what he means to us.  
This coming Wednesday when we gather either at noon or at 7:00 for Eucharist and the imposition of ashes, we will turn from the marvelous light of Epiphany to a more somber and sober time of introspection.  Lent is a time for soul searching and soul transformation, things that don’t just happen.  God’s grace, abundant all around us, can only bring us transformation if we make efforts to allow God to direct of our hearts, our minds and our lives.  

Lent is a time of celebrating God’s intense direction in our lives.  It’s a time to allow ourselves to be directed, to be molded and shaped, to be intensely loved and to love in return.  In order for us to more fully love: Do we need to forgive ourselves so that we can embrace the compassionate love of God?  Are there people we need to forgive?  Are their people from whom we need to ask forgiveness?
On that mountain, Peter, James and John felt God’s love in and through Jesus.  Their lives were forever changed.  
Our lives can be forever changed if we cooperate with God’s grace, if we commit to the journey with Jesus from the mountain to Jerusalem, to the cross and to his resurrection.   How well we do that is up to us.  
All Saints will provide many ways to experience God’s grace during the upcoming weeks before Easter.  It will be up to us to set aside time to be here on Sundays and Wednesday nights, to set aside personal time for prayer and reflection, to set aside our busy agendas so that we might spend more time with Jesus, our brother and friend.  
Oh by the way, don’t expect an Academy Award.  Expect a life of grace, an out-of-this world experience of God’s compassionate love in action.  That’s God’s promise.  Amen!
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