[image: image1.jpg]




The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany (A)
Matthew 5: 1-12
January 30, 2011
The Rev. Dr. Christian Brocato

+O God, open our minds and hearts so that we may know you, our light, joy and salvation.  Amen.
Okay, let’s be honest: Do you have pet peeves? You know, those little or perhaps not quite so little things that get under our skin and take energy to keep at bay?  I suppose we could ask for a show of hands as to how many of us would admit that we have pet peeves or how many of us would say we have no pet peeves of any kind.
For those of us who suffer the dreaded disease of perfectionism, pet peeves could easily take on a life of their own.  In other words, they could drive one to utter distraction.  They could upset a day that would otherwise have been calm and relaxing.  It could happen in the twinkling of an eye, mere seconds, and bang, we’re dealing with the raw emotion of something that unto itself is really of little consequence.
I have a kind of pet peeve.  I supposed this pet peeve is just one among many in my cupboard of possible peeves, but this one is a kind of theological pet peeve.  
I admit that when I hear someone with good intention say, “Well, if it’s God will, then”…..this or that will happen.  Now, do you know anything about God’s will?  Really know what God’s will is in life?  Wouldn’t you guess that if we knew God’s will, then, we might act differently?  Wouldn’t that knowledge provide us with a kind of inside track as to who God is, how God thinks and how God wants us to act in the world?  I think that I can say that I have a tangible perception of God’s will in my own life or the lives of others.  
Now, that doesn’t mean that I don’t believe that God is active, alive and well in creation and in our lives.  I really do believe that God is within me and within us and deeply cares about our every thought and action.  That’s who God is for me, my perception of God who loved humanity so much that Jesus came into the world, a manifestation of God’s love in action.  

For many of us, we have come to know God through this person we call Jesus the Christ.  His life, actions, healings and teaching, manifestations of God’s direct action in and among humanity, brought life to those in the first century and us today.  Even though we might know God through Jesus, does that mean that we can somehow determine God’s will in our lives or in our world?

I believe the answer is “yes.”  That’s right.  After this long build-up, the answer is “yes.”  We can know the will of God in our lives or at least come very close to knowing what God would have us do in life, how God would have us speak to others, how God would have us treat ourselves, our sisters and brothers.  

You see, I believe the will of God is captured quite poignantly in the passage from the Book of the Prophet Micah.  What God wills for us is perhaps plain and simple:  We are to “do justice, to love kindness and to walk humbly with God.”  That, my friends, is God’s will in our lives, at least as I see it.

We are to be a people who thirst for justice, who see injustice and do something about it, who commit to supporting ministries that work to right the wrongs of life, the inequalities of life, the social ills that enslave the weak, the poor and the needy.  God wills that we do whatever we can in life to work for justice.

We are to be a people who love kindness, not just like kindness or attempt to do kind things in life.  We are to love kindness.  For me, that means to throw one’s self into a way of being that seeks to do ‘good’ in the world, to love those who are hard to love and to perform works of kindness, compassion and generosity just as Jesus who have us do them.

We are to be a people who walk humbly with God which could be a tall order even if we understand what that means.  First, I believe it means to walk with God, side-by-side, hand-in-hand, a relationship with God that actively contemplates what it means to be humble in the presence of God.  We are called and invited to walk humbly with God, a walk that challenges us to do justice, love kindness and walk the walk that Jesus walked on earth.  
This powerful passage in Micah motivated far more saintly people than we may ever know, people who gave of their lives so that others might truly experience the will of God, a will that calls forth the very best from us, the very best of the human spirit, so that political, social and economic injustices will be cast away and people can live in unity, equality and harmony with one another.  

You and I are called to treat our sisters and brothers, those with whom we live and work and those thousands of miles across the globe, with the same kindness and love that we, ourselves, desire.  
We know what it means to be treated justly and fairly or not.  We know what it means when we are treated with so much kindness that we experience a love and tenderness that must surely be from God.  We know what it means to glimpse a moment in which we are so interconnected with God that we are humbled by God’s presence while joyful in knowing God is deep within us, beside us, all around us.  
It seems to me that we know God’s will when we experience these things in our lives.  We experience God’s will when we live lives of true and authentic blessing, lives of beatitude, lives that bring the Kingdom of Heaven into our midst, the reign of God solidly and squarely part of who we are, how we act toward one another and what kind of world God wills the world to be.  
When we hunger and thirst after righteousness, when we work to live lives of humility and service of others, then, we are the beloved of God, the blessed of God, the pure in spirit, and ours will be the Kingdom of God here and now.  Amen.
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