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+ O Christ, open our minds and hearts to the knowledge and love of you, our Strength and Redeemer.  Amen.
One of the things that the Diocese of Massachusetts asks me is to meet with Roman Catholic priests who are considering the Episcopal Church and Episcopal priesthood.  Last week, I met with a priest here at the Parish.

Leaving the Roman Catholic priesthood is not an easy thing to do, especially if someone is middle-aged and a priest for many years.  To leave one religious tradition to embrace another is a journey unto itself.    For a priest or a minister to leave a religious tradition to embrace another may be an even more difficult journey.   
What was clear in our conversation and all the other conversations that I’ve had with those in discernment is a longing for peace, a longing for peace in one’s spiritual life, a peace which only God can give, a peace which is borne from prayer and discernment, a peace which could take years to achieve.

After reflecting on that encounter, I thought about World Peace Sunday and all the troubled places in our world where peace is elusive if not seemingly impossible.  Think about the many years of conflicts between Israel and Palestine,  people unable to live together or even side by side in peace.  
Think about Libya, Syria, Afghanistan, Iraq and other places where people kill one another for various reasons.  Think about gang violence in our city streets, bullying in our schools or the violence experienced in homes where women, children and men and are subject to a kind of domestic terrorism that is as opposite an experience of peace as one might imagine.

Against these backdrops are the words of the scripture selected today for World Peace Sunday by the World Council of Churches.  Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians tells us, “For Christ is our peace; in his flesh he has…broken down the dividing wall…hostility between us…that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace,” reconciled to “God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it.”  Powerful words, powerful images, powerful testimony of the one who came into the world preaching a Gospel of peace, love, and reconciliation, a message for all people, Christian, Jew, Muslim or non-believer, a message of peace is what the world needed in the First Century and needs today.
Apparently, the early disciples didn’t get the message for whatever reason.  Today’s Gospel passage reminds us that the disciples who had been with Jesus didn’t fully comprehend what he was trying to tell them.  They didn’t fully comprehend that Jesus and the Father were one through the power of the Spirit.  They didn’t fully comprehend that in him there was power to change the world: “I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and will do greater works than these.”  
Do we really believe that?  Do we really believe that as people of faith we have the gifts of God to change the world, to help others experience the peace and love of Christ in our relationships at home, at school, at college or at work?  What about interior peace needed to help make that happen?  Do you and I long for a kind of peace that seems like it’s too far to reach and too intangible in our lived experiences to even dream about attaining?  
Mahatma Gandhi said, “We must become the change we want to see in the world.” “Gandhi taught us that we can bring harmony to our world by becoming champions of love and peace for all.”  He taught us that we “can achieve feats of incredible magnitude with a staunch belief to practice peace through non-violence.” http://zenhabits.net/mahatma-gandhis-5-teachings-to-bring-about-world-peace/
What wait?  What about the need for us to achieve inner peace so that we can know what it is that we long to have others experience?  
Can you and I achieve peace in Israel, Palestine, Libya, Syria or anywhere else in the world?  Can you and I bring about peace in the hearts gang members in New York, Chicago, L.A. or anywhere else?  Can we prevent bullying in our schools or places of work?  Can we achieve peace in people’s hearts, so that homes are sanctuaries of peace and not places of abuse or violence?  Those are incredibly tall orders.  We are called to do what we can to be at peace within ourselves, to put aside those things that prevent us from being at peace and to do whatever we can to be peacemakers in our world.  

Christ “came and proclaimed peace to those who were far off and peace to those who were near,” so, too, did he come to proclaim peace to us.  As John Rutter says, Christ’s peace is a kind of deep peace like a “running wave,” or “flowing air,” “quiet earth,” or “shining stars,” “gentle night,” or “healing light.”  (Gaelic Blessing ~ John Rutter)  
Can we recall a moment in life in which we experienced quiet, stillness and peace?  Can we recall that moment and relive it?  If we can, we can capture that moment in our memory and bring the peace we experienced to our overly busy lives, to the tensions in our lives or the chaos in our lives.  We can experience an inner peace that is borne in us through the peace which God gives us in Jesus.   
Jesus came to show us how to live life in abundance.  He is the “way, the truth and the life.”  In him, we can know God’s peace in ways that we might never experience otherwise.  
Through the gift of God’s self in Jesus, the peacemaker and lover of humanity, we have the perfect example of how to live as people of peace, committed to finding peace in our lives and dedicated  to transform the lives of others.  
My prayer for us is that we experience the “Peace of God which passes all understanding, so that our hearts and minds may be filled with the knowledge and love of God in Christ Jesus.”   Let us take that experience and go into the world as catalysts of peace and transformation.   Amen!
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