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Eighth Sunday after Epiphany 2011 (A)

Matthew 6: 24-34
The Rev. Dr. Christian Brocato

+May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace and open our hearts to the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
On Thursday night, I was here at Church doing work in the Parish Office.  Then, I went home not particularly motivated to work on my homily; I have to admit.  It had been a long week at that point, and it was only Thursday.  

When I got home, I sat down at my desk and asked God to help me put together this message.  What popped into my head was, “Why worry tomorrow about what you can worry about today!”  Now, that somewhat flies in the face of Scarlett O’Hara’s famous phrase from Gone with the wind, "I can't think about that today, I'll worry about that tomorrow."
Worry! Worry! Worry!  Worry comes in many packages, doesn’t it?  
Some of us worry about our health.  Some of us worry about the money and the economy.  Some of us worry about our children, their education and their abilities to learn and socialize.  Some of us worry about the past and an inability to let go of that past.  
Some of us worry about the chaos in Libya and Iran and what gas and oil prices will soon be like because of the upheaval in that part of our world.  Some of us worry about the vivid images of New Zealand, especially Christ Church, New Zealand, and the destruction and loss of life there.  Some of us just simply are worry types, and I have already publicly admitted to that one.
Worry causes anxiety.  Anxiety can cause alienation from our true selves and from others as well.  Worry and anxiety can cause a heart to do irregular things at a moment’s notice and send someone to an emergency room.  Worry and anxiety can cause us to lose faith in ourselves, others and even God.  
Enter this text from the Sermon on the Mount: “So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own.”  This sentence comes with a lengthy message from Jesus that includes, “I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will wear.  Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing?” 
Well, of course, life is more than just about food, unless you are the top chef in a prominent restaurant in New York, London or Paris.  Life is more than about the body and clothing unless you are the top designer at Calvin Cline or Ralph Lauren, I suppose.  
If we interviewed people still living in tents in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, they might have a few choice words about the body, clothing and especially the scarcity of shelter, food and clothing.  The people of the formerly beautiful city of Christ Church, New Zealand might have choice words about the scarcity of electricity, fresh water and equipment to dig through rubble.  These are vivid images of scarcity, and in spite of these images or others closer to home, Jesus’ message for us today is not about scarcity and worry.  It is about abundance and God’s overwhelming love and care for us.

One theologian said about worry that all we have to do is look around the world in which we live today. We can easily see that “anxiety is the new base line in the symphony of life.” (Mark Suriano at www.robbell.com)  What a powerful statement!  What Jesus tells us is that we are not to worry or be anxious about material things.  The God who tends and cares for all of creation tends and cares for us.  God assures us of God’s unconditional love and care for us, the beloved creatures of God.  
So, let’s suppose that that is true.  Then, why is it that we find it so hard to grasp that God’s love and care for us will get us through the worries and anxieties of life?  Many of us find it hard to believe that in spite of the ‘things’ of life, what we perceive our needs to be, how we evaluate who we are in light of what others have in life, how much money we have or not, and so on, God will provide what we need.  That provision, however, is not as tangible as we I might like it to be.  

I can assure you that in the back of my mind, I know that I long for security, health, money, savings, stability, good friends and the list goes on.  What about you?

If we were to create a list of priorities, what ‘things’ would we put on the list of things we desire most in life?  Would God be at the top of that list?  I mean, really at the top of the list.  Would we even think to put God on the list in the first place?  Do we really desire God to be at the top of our list of priorities, and does our spiritual life reflect that place of prominence?  
I have to confess that I long to trust more in God’s presence in my life.  I long to trust that God will indeed provide.  My guess is that each of us could talk about times in our lives when we may have doubted God’s abundance and felt the scarcity of God’s presence in our lives.  

I believe today’s Gospel and the passage from Isaiah call us to a deeper understanding of God’s quiet and abiding presence in our lives.  I believe that we are called to be disciples committed to God no matter what happens to us in life, the ups and downs or even the sideways of our lives.  We are here today because we believe in God and in God’s grace that can lead us and guide us on our way if we only allow that to happen. 
Last week, I said that we are the “the beloved treasures of God.”  Do we really believe that we are ‘the beloved treasures of God?’  If we really believe that, then, can we celebrate it, embrace it, and proclaim it even in times of sadness or worry?  
This God of ours loves us without reserve.  God cares for us in ways that we may never fully realize on earth.  God created us and sustains us even when we can’t feel it, even when we can’t see it, even when we might not believe it.  That is the abundance out of which God lives and works in creation.  God touches us through others, the warmth of friends and this community, God’s Word and the Holy Eucharist we share.

Let us give thanks for that abundance and go forth into the world empowered by God’s Spirit to share that abundance with all those we encounter each day of our lives.  Amen!
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