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Easter (A)
April 24, 2011
The Rev. Dr. Christian Brocato
+ O Christ, revealed through the glory of your Resurrection, open our minds and hearts to the knowledge and love of you, our strength and Redeemer.  Amen.
By many accounts, this past week was extraordinary!  Last Sunday, Palm Sunday, we had a beautiful liturgy with the reading of the Passion by Kelly Dickey, Maryellen Robinson and Jeff Hickey.  We launched into the mystery of Holy Week and concluded our day with a quiet contemplative prayer Service at 4:30.  

From there, Holy Week was not like others.  On Monday, there was the running of the Boston Marathon.  In the history of marathons, no one has ever completed a full marathon with a time of 2:03:02.  That was amazing.  

This past week, we were reminded of the anniversary of the worst oil spill in history with millions of gallons of oil flowing unabated into the Gulf of Mexico.  

This past week, we celebrated the 41st anniversary of Earth Day.  It just so happened to coincide with Good Friday.  I heard a powerful homily at our Cathedral that day about what we are doing to our environment.  The Earth is God’s creation.  We are God’s creation.  What humanity is doing to the earth must deeply sadden God.
The violence in Libya, Syria, Afghanistan and other places in the world is yet another aspect of this past week, the very week that we, as Christians, called Holy Week.  
In spite of all these things, we prayed on Wednesday night at Tenebrae and the Way of the Cross, Thursday night at our Maundy Thursday Eucharist and Friday night with the Solemn Liturgy of Good Friday, marking the death of Jesus.

Today, we find ourselves lifting our hearts and voices to God with ‘Alleluias’ on this Feast of the Resurrection of our Lord.  How can we find room in our hearts to do that when life is so complex and our lives are so overlaid with tensions in relationships, family issues, national issues and global issues?  
In the midst of all the complexities of life, we can be assured that Jesus came into the world for one purpose.  That purpose was to reaffirm God’s love for us, a love so powerful, that nothing on earth can stand against it.  Earthquakes, tsunamis, violence, abusive relationships, wars…none of those things can prevent God’s love from flowing through us giving us hope in the midst of pain and strife.

Paul’s letter to the Corinthians perhaps sums it up the best for me:  “Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude…”  Love “rejoices in the truth.  It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.”  (I Corinthians 13: 4-7.)  
This idealized vision of love is the very love that Jesus embodied throughout his life.  It is that love we find throughout the Gospels.  It is this love that was experienced by the disciples including Mary Magdalene.  
Imagine Mary standing outside the tomb of Jesus, the one who loved her and changed her life.  Imagine the sense of loss yet the sense of mystery as she peered into the tomb where she anticipated finding the body of her beloved Lord.  Imagine her amazement when she turned to find the risen Christ speaking to her with the tender voice of love, “Mary.”  Her tender voice of love responded, “Rabbouni,” “teacher.”  Even in the midst of her sadness and amazement, she heard the voice of her beloved, and he heard the voice of his beloved.
How often do we speak to one another in tender and loving ways so that the love we have is the love which comes through our words and how we speak them?  In our relationships here at Church, at home, at work, at school or at college, do we reflect on what we say to others and how we say it?  What is the tone of voice and what is the motivation behind that tone of voice?  Can we step back and say that our words and our actions create “good” and bring about “healing” as the Book of Acts says about Jesus?  

In a recent situation at the College where I work, a co-worker’s words, tone of voice and anger brought another co-worker nearly to tears.  It has happened before.  Though extremely competent in what she does, the words, tone of voice and words used unleashed hostile emotions in the heat of a moment.  
Do we have those moments in our lives, those times when we say things using words that come from our mouths with anger and emotion that can surprise us as well as the other person?  I fear that I am capable of that.  Many of us are likely capable of that.  
In the fast-paced upside world in which we live, our lives are stressful like never before.  The environment is spinning out of control.  The economy, rising food and gas prices, and the list goes on can cause us to say things that we don’t intend and carry out actions that are not in keeping with whom we believe ourselves to be.  
Enter this world the love of God in the person of Christ Jesus who came into the world to bring a love that is the shining example for us all.  Enter the love that was offered on the cross for our salvation.  Enter the love that was crucified, died and was buried for you and for me.  Enter the love that rose triumphantly from the tomb, shattering the darkness of pain, anger, despair, hatred, divisions, jealousy and fear.  Enter the love into our hearts though this community of faith and this Word and Sacrament of our Lord.  Enter the grace of God’s Holy Spirit that is given over and over again that we might have life and bring life to others.  
The clear and resounding message of the Resurrection is ‘love’ and ‘life in abundance.’  Here, we find ourselves today because we long for love and life in abundance.  My Easter prayer for us all is that we indeed find God’s extraordinary love and life in abundance in this place, that we find love in one another as imperfect as it might be, that we experience God’s extravagant love for us in and through the power of the Resurrection, that we embrace it and carry it into the world.  Amen!
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