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December 25, 2010
The Rev. Dr. Christian Brocato
+O, Christ Divine Redeemer, open our hearts that we might hear your Word and bless you through our lives.  Amen! 
“Abner, how on earth did we get here and why are we here?  We saw these angels out in the fields while we were watching our sheep.  I couldn’t make out what they said, and somehow we have ended up standing outside this stable in the freezing cold weather looking at an adorable baby with his mother and father.  We don’t even know their names, and we walked miles and miles to get here.  I’m cold.  I’m hungry.  I’m thirsty.  I haven’t had a bath in weeks and feel strangely like I’m not really worthy to be here.  What’s up with that?”

‘Grace, did you hear Robert go on and on about how and why we are here?  Well, I sort of feel the same way.  I’m not sorry that we’re here but I’m not quite sure what’s happening here.  Who is this baby, and what’s our role?  Are we here to bend the knee, bow down and worship, pay our best respects and then what?  What happens after that?  
‘Where do we go?  Who do we tell what we’ve heard and seen?  I have to say that I feel strangely different than I did a few nights ago, but honestly, I can’t tell you why or what has happened to me.  What about you, Clare?  What do you think?”

And what do we think?  Here we are on this holy night, gathered together as the faithful people of God, listening and watching.  Did you hear Angels singing in the distance?  Did you hear the flutter of angels’ wings?   Do you feel the mysterious presence of the Holy Spirit in and around this place and especially that manger?  
Jesus is there.  Mary is there.  Joseph is there. The sheep and shepherds are there.  Are we there?  Are we there waiting, watching and hoping that somehow this Christmas will be the one in which our lives will be healed and transformed?   
We find ourselves in this lovely place surrounded by Christmas wreaths, garlands, candles and the glow of hearts illumined by this little baby we call the Christ Child.  Some of us have prepared throughout Advent for this night while others of us are here perhaps for the first time in a long time.  No matter.  God welcome us all!
God comes to each and every one of us who desires to hear the message of the Angels.  God comes to us who desire to be in communion with this little Child and with something greater than we are as individuals or even as a community of faith.  
God comes on this holy night in a way unlike any other night of the year.  God is incarnate in the world and in the hearts of all those who eagerly await and welcome God this night. 
We can’t just stop in the front of the manger in humble and loving adoration.  God comes this night in the Child Jesus to bring to the world a message that the status quo is not good enough.  
Jesus came to bring the message of salvation to a world in need of that message.  Jesus came because we live in a world of injustice, sorrow, poverty, hunger, anxiety, fear, abuse, bullying, terrorism, war and the list goes on.  
Jesus came into the world over 2,000 years ago, yes, but his message is more needed now than even then.  Our world needs this Christ Child.  Our world needs the redeeming message of love more than ever before.  Our world needs to experience the transformation of minds, hearts and actions transformation that this Child represents and symbolizes to Christians throughout the world.  We are those people.  
We are those called by God to this place to experience the love that shines forth through the power of this Child Jesus.  This Child came into the world to redeem the world from selfishness, greed, sin and self-destruction.  We need this Child Jesus.  Jesus needs us to make the message of the Angels real and alive in the hearts of our sisters and brothers in our homes, next door, at school or college, in the supermarket, at work, across our county and throughout the world.  
On this Holy Night, the Angels sing and the chorus of voices invites us into that heavenly song.  Our hymn is that of the Lamb of God who came into the world to make a huge difference.  As his followers, his loving disciples, we are called to make that difference real for our sisters and brothers.   
We are called to rejoice and be glad and to join our lives with our loving and compassionate God.  We are called to go into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit as peacemakers, as those who work to feed the hungry, tend the sick, nurture those in sorrow or pain and bring the Reign of God into the midst of all those we encounter.  
Abner, Grace, Robert and Clare were right where God wanted them to be.  We are right where God wants us to be this night and in the days, weeks, months and years to come.  
We can make a difference.  We can make the world a better place by living lives as shining examples of having embraced the message of the Angels:  Unto us a Child is born.  Unto us a Son is given.  And because of us, Christ is borne into the world for all people with great joy.  Amen!
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