The Rev. Edwin C. Pease, Jr., D.Min., Sermon to be preached in the Diocese of Massachusetts, Stoneham, All Saints’ Church on the Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 11, 2011 RCL Proper 19A.  Texts:  Psalm 103, Matthew  18:21-35.	

N.B.  This Sermon is designed to be preached to a congregation of adults and children on the first Sunday of the Program year.  (It is Sunday School registration day.)  The topic of the sermon is forgiveness. The First half of the sermon which appears here is addressed primarily to adults.  The second half consists of a reading of the children’s book,  Mama, Do You Love Me?, by Barbara M. Joosse,
Psalm 103 insists on love so great that it will forgive anything we do. A little Inuit girl asks her mother repeatedly if she would still love her if she did a variety of naughty things. The mother repeatedly insists that she would. We could think of the mother in this story as God.

This morning’s Gospel reading concludes, “’And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt.  So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’” These words are reported as being spoken by Jesus, and even though the lord in the story is not God, the story is meant to tell us something about God.  

About God We heard words In Psalm 103 that seem contradictory:  “The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and of great kindness….He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor rewarded us according to our wickedness.”

The Bible has many contradictory passages.  In this one, however, the clue seems to be in the words of the psalm which follow:  
“For as the heavens are high above the earth, so is his mercy great upon those who fear him…As a father cares for his children, so does the Lord care for those who fear him.’

In place of the word fear, in the second version of the psalm that we used this morning, the word fear is translated as honor:  As high as the sky is above the earth, so great is his love for those who honor him.

So we can infer that those who honor God are ones who at least are willing to forgive their brother or sister from their heart.  And for those forgiving people God will decide to overlook their sins.

The only problem remaining is that it may be difficult for some of us to forgive our brother or sister from our heart.  By not forgiving, we are also not honoring God, who is one who can forgive from the heart.

Are you a person who can forgive your brother or sister from heart? 
As for me, I can forgive my brother or my sister from my heart, 
sometimes !  This may be so for you too.  

What if you would like to forgive someone from your heart, but you 
know you haven’t done so yet?  

First of all, if you have not forgiven your brother or your sister from 
your heart, you can feel it.  You feel miserable inside, all tied up in
knots.  You may even have made up your mind to so, but that is not 
enough.  You still feel miserable.  That’s a sure sign that you have not 
forgiven your brother or sister from your heart. God doesn’t have to hand you over to torturers, you are already in hell.

How then can you do this?  You have to do it not in your mind, but in 
your whole body.  I’m going to tell you the way I do this (when I can do 
this). This does not mean that you should do the same.  It does mean that you should find your own way of doing what I (sometimes) do.  What I do is write it down.  I sit down and write a dozen times, I forgive and write the name. I forgive George. I forgive George, I forgive George.  I do this every day or even twice a day, usually at prayer time.  I do this until I feel that I have forgiven that person.  Sometimes the test of whether or not this has worked is how I feel when I see that person again.  I can tell you, that if you write such a thing enough, it will work.  It will work because you have gotten out of your mind and into your whole being.  It’s a great relief!

Now this does not mean that you have to overlook the wrong the person has done.  You can forgive, but the person must be held responsible.  But because you have forgiven this person, what you do by way of seeing that the person is held responsible is removed from hatred or revenge.

[bookmark: _GoBack]God is willing to forgive people for what they have done if they honor God.  Wherever you are on your faith journey, God is just waiting to forgive you.  You may be a beginner, and if so, your beginning may consist in deciding that you will try to forgive at least some people from your heart.  You may be farther along your journey, which is a wonderful thing.  There is no limit to the depth of the relationship with God that you may experience. And for those who are in a beginning or a deeper relationship with God, God will be able to forgive you, because to a lesser or greater extent, you can receive God’s forgiveness.  For all people,  no matter what you have done wrong, God will continue to love you.  God’s love is so powerful and so wonderful that when you realize that God loves you, while you may not be able to keep yourself from doing wrong, you will want to put right all the wrong things you do. When you become a person who tries to put things right, you can begin to receive the love and forgiveness that comes to you from God.

Here’s a wonderful story about a little girl who is asking her mother how much she loves her…..
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