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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost (A)
Matthew 14:22-33

August 7, 2011
The Rev. Dr. Christian Brocato
+ O God, source of all light, open our hearts to your love through the power of your Spirit.  Amen.
Okay.  I’ll call it what it is.  It’s an awkward day, to be sure.  Apart from three fantastic readings, there’s the bittersweet part of today we will soon call ‘leave-taking.’  There it is.  

Leave-taking is part of today as well as part of our Gospel story for today.  Jesus gave leave to those who had followed him and also his disciples whom he sent out on a boat.  
I’ve often thought that Jesus must have been an introvert.  For all his amazing communication skills, we frequently hear that he needed private time, time to get away from it all, time to reflect, to connect with his Father and time to re-charge for what was next in his ministry.  

The ‘what’s next’ in today’s Gospel was a terrified group of disciples out on a boat, being tossed around by a turbulent sea and a vision of Jesus walking on water to rescue them.  
One day last week while crossing the River in Medford on the Orange Line, I looked out and saw a beautiful and calm waterway.  I wondered what it would be like to see someone whom I know walking on the water.  My mind raced ahead of that vision.  
I thought that the sight of Jesus walking on water was one thing and not an unimportant thing.  However, what caught my attention was the group of disciples in the boat.  They believed in Jesus so much and who were so afraid that they believed Jesus was walking on water to reach out and save them.

Do you believe that Jesus could walk on water?  I mean really believe that.  Is your image of and relationship with Jesus such that you believe he would do anything to be present to you in a tremendously loving, caring and compassionate way?  

Today’s Gospel is chocked full of images, perhaps real-life occurrences, but perhaps metaphors as well.  The disciples were in great distress.  They were terrified.  Was it really a storm or was it more the fear of what was next in their lives in following Jesus?  Was it the following of Jesus while he was alive and well that they feared, or was it a fear of what would be expected of them once he had left them?  

Last week, we talked about the compassion of Jesus and the feeding of the thousands of women, men and children with bread and fish.  We talked about the miracle of the feeding, and we also talked about the miracle of compassion.  
Today, we have the miracle of walking on water and once again Jesus’ compassion for his disciples.  He longed to calm their hearts, for them to be at peace, for them to not worry about what might be next in their lives as disciples.  
Today, we might have fear in our hearts and long for compassion of Jesus.  I certainly have fear in leaving what Jeff and I have known at All Saints for the unknown at St. Peter’s in Cambridge.  After all, the known is almost always more comfortable than the unknown, right?  
You might have some fear about what’s next for All Saints.  What will be the impact of the process that has already begun unfolding? Who will be the next priest to minister with you and help you to continue responding to Jesus’ call to discipleship, and how exciting is that?
One of my favorite Gospel hymn texts is pretty 19th Century:  “Jesus calls us o’er the tumult of life’s wild, restless sea, day by day his clear voice soundeth, saying, “Christian, follow me.”  (Hymnal #549)  We are Christians by the very nature of our baptisms.  Whether we were baptized as infants, adolescents or adults,  Jesus calls us just as he called the first disciples and all those who journeyed with him throughout his ministry.
Today, Jesus still calls disciples every minute of every day.  It seems that fewer and fewer of us hear that voice or at least are willing to respond to it in a positive way.  
In the garden behind the Mission House, there stand two statues of two famous disciples.  They loved Jesus with all their hearts: Mary, the Mother of Jesus, and Francis, who in the early 13th Century devoted his life to Jesus.  Jesus never promised them or any other disciple that they would not experience fear, anxiety, pain or loss.  Jesus has never promised us that either.

What Jesus does promise us, especially those of us who believe in him and commit our lives to him, is what our second reading tells us today:  “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  
You and I are here today because we have been called by God to be here.  As disciples, we in turn call on the name of the Lord.  We long for a closer relationship with God and with one another.  
Whether we are physically together here at All Saints or spiritually connected miles apart, the relationships we have shared with one another and with God will not be broken.  They will follow us all the days of our lives and be part of the fabric of our lives.  Together, we have been changed because of our response to the voice of the One who continues to say, “Christians, follow me.” 
Thank you for the honor and privilege you have afforded me to respond to that voice with you as your priest.  We have accomplished much together and prepared the way for more wonderful things in the future.  Jeff and I have been forever changed because of being here with you, and we will carry you in our hearts forever.  
May God continue to bless us in every way with a future that is filled with promise and hope.  Amen!  
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