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+ O God, source of all light, open our minds and hearts to the knowledge and love of you through the power of you Spirit.  Amen.
Just imagine those early years of our nation, those years where the spirit of freedom was moving people all over of the colonies.  It was a spirit that trusted that there was a life to be had that was better than being bound to England.  It was a spirit that longed for something new, something more vibrant and meaning, something more life-giving and enduring.  

The founders of our nation some 225 years ago believed that God was calling them to something new.  They were God fearing men and women who believed that they could trust in God and in one another to forge a new nation, a nation under God with “liberty and justice for all.”  Had they not trusted in one another and had great trust in God, who knows where we would be today.  Our founders worked to establish a new nation with brilliant supporting documents to set this new nation apart from all other nations of the world.  

What was true in the minds and hearts of those men and women was a notion of honesty and integrity, fueled by a spirit of trust.  They trusted that what they were doing was what God was calling them to do as a people, “for the people and by the people.”
Last week, we talked about ‘trust.’  We discussed Abraham’s deep seated trust in God and his great love for God.  His love was so genuine, honest and true that he was willing to sacrifice his son, Isaac, to demonstrate that love for God.  

In our Genesis reading today, that same son, Isaac, must surely have had a deep trust in God and in his father.  Abraham asked a servant to seek out and find a wife for Isaac.  The servant’s prayer is full of trust, “O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, if now you will only make successful the way I am going…let the young woman who comes out to draw (water)…be the woman whom the Lord has appointed for my master’s son.”  

Trust.  Amazing trust.  Trust in relationships and trust in God.  Trust that is honest and true, deep-seated and motivated by the best of intentions!  Like the founders of this great nation whose intentions were guided by trust, so, too are the scriptures filled with stories about trust, so, too, are we reminded over and over again about Jesus’ trust in his relationship with his Father.  That relationship enabled him to plumb the depths of wisdom in his teaching, his preaching, his actions and his love for all people.
In today’s Gospel, we hear a stern Jesus in the first half of the reading and a much different Jesus in the second half.  In one of the more familiar scripture passages of the bible, we hear Jesus say, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  Powerful descriptive words that tell us much about Jesus, that tell us much about a loving and caring God.  

Jesus invites us into relationship by using a word that people throughout the world can understand and appreciate.  He talks about a ‘yoke,’ a tool that binds together two mules, horses or cattle for the purpose of working together.  The yoke means that the two work as one and are stronger because of it.  Two can pull much more than one.  The yoke keeps both in line together, on an equal footing, so that the work to be done will be done faster and easier.

Relationship with God may not be as easy as we might wish.  It involves commitment and even risk.  It means letting go of our agendas to embrace God’s agenda, as I said last week.  When we are yoked together with God, the image of a yoke can show that God’s agenda can make life more meaningful.  God longs to support, nurture and comfort us.  God longs for us to feel God’s presence in and throughout every aspect of our lives.

Today, many of us carry heavy burdens.  Some of us carry the weight of having lost loved ones.  Some of us carry the burden of depression or sadness that can’t seem to be overcome.  Some of us can’t seem to get a job that is life-giving and sustaining.  Some of us struggle with addictions, abusive or insecurity.  Some of us seem to have many more ‘downs’ in life than ‘ups’ and just can’t break free.

Jesus doesn’t promise that we will not have problems, pain, sadness or down times in our lives.  What he does promise, however, is that together with him, yoked with him, he will carry us when the going gets tough.  He will support us when we can’t seem to support ourselves.  He will uphold us so that we can feel the sustaining and comforting love that only God can give.  
Jesus invites us to a kind of loving relationship that mirrors the trust a little child has in a parent or a grandparent.  He invites us to a world where we can experience the presence of God in our lives and live in the knowledge that God will always be there for us and with us.
As we all know, life changes.  People come into our lives, and some people go.  Some relationships last forever while others fade away.  The one constant thread in life is God and God’s everlasting love and care of us.  We have to trust in that.  
We can trust when we are in a kind of relationship with God in which the yoke that binds us can help to free us from worry and insecurity and provide us with much needed love and support.  Jesus says, “Come to me…and I will give you rest.”  May it be so for each and every one of us.  Amen.
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