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Second Sunday after Sunday (A)
June 26, 2011
The Rev. Dr. Christian Brocato
+ O God, source of all light, open our minds and hearts to the knowledge and love of you through the power of you Spirit.  Amen.
Last weekend, Jeff and I had the good fortune to be in Chicago for a wedding at which I was the celebrant.  I witnessed the vows of two young people very much in love.  I’ve known Neal for about twenty years, dating back to when he was in middle school.  I had never met Karla, a beautiful and talented woman.  

I know Neal to be someone for whom a traditional wedding ceremony would not have worked.  Since Neal and Karla live, work and met in California, I assumed I needed to come up with a ceremony with contemporary and meaningful language.  Bravo!  Interned Search to the Rescue!  I found a couple of non-copyrighted contemporary ceremonies, did a little doctoring up and bumped them off to Neal and Karla.  They chose one and then added other contemporary things to make it more meaningful for them and the families and friends.  

The night of the ceremony came.  It was lovely, a garden wedding underneath a large white tent in the family’s back yard.  They could not have been more perfect together.  The looks on their faces, the warmth and tenderness in their eyes, and the energy and enthusiasm they have for each other and their life together: priceless!  What I hope for them is a long life of happiness and one in which ‘trust’ will grow and grow in the life they share.  
Trust.  In our world today, we seem to be less able to trust.  Jobs that once seemed secure are no longer secure.  Retirement accounts that once seemed secure are gone for many people.  Relationships that some of us thought would never die, change and shift, and people drift apart.  What happened to all that perceived trust?

Today in our reading from Genesis, we hear a story about ultimate trust, ultimate trust in God.  Abraham, the Patriarch of the Israelites, had so much trust in God that he was willing to offer his son, Isaac, as a sacrifice to God.  It’s a powerful story fit for a stage play or a movie.  I wonder who we might caste as Abraham?  What would he look like on the outside but what would he look like on the inside?  We all know that looks can be deceiving, as the phrase goes, so let’s opt for what Abraham must have looked like on the inside.
Abraham’s trust in God was without measure.  The story is about testing on one level, as Abraham was indeed tested, but the story for me is more about trust, trust in God, yes, and God’s trust in Abraham as well.  
We very often focus on the trust we think we need in God and are programmed at an early age to learn to trust in God.  I don’t know about you but I’ve struggled with that much of my life.  
Oh, I can speak the language of trust.  You know, turn the problem over to God, and God will take care of it.  Well, what about the saying that God helps those who help themselves?  For me, ‘trusting in God’ often seems more like a theological concept.  In reality, I find it far more difficult to realize on a day-to-day basis.  How about you?  
Have you had situations in your life at home, at school, at work or elsewhere in which you wanted desperately to trust in God?  You wanted to trust that God would take care of the problem so that you wouldn’t really have to?

What about our role model for today, Abraham?  Was his trust in God blind trust or was it so deep seated that no matter what happened in the end, he had made the right decision?  He trusted in God with all his heart and was willing to give his ultimate prize, his son, in order to demonstrate how much love he had for God.

Fortunately for us, we will not likely be asked to sacrifice something as dear to us as Abraham was willing to sacrifice.  So, what are we willing to sacrifice for this God who calls us into relationship, who calls us into loving companionship, who calls us to trust and to allow us to trust as well?  
Our God, Abraham’s God, is a loving, forgiving, nurturing and sustaining God.  At its best, a relationship with God that is nourished by Word, Eucharist and community is a relationship that can withstand the ups and downs of our lives.  
We are often tossed this way and that.  We are often called to make difficult decisions in life.  We are often tested to limits that seem to be almost impossible to manage.  We often find ourselves in situations where without trust in God, without a solid relationship with God, we just might not make the right move.
Abraham made the right move.  He was willing to do what he believed he was called to do.  Are we willing to do what we might be called to do in life?  What might that mean in our busy hectic lives?  What are those things that we need to examine in our lives: Relationships that are no longer life-giving; activities that pull us away from being with God; addictions that are potentially destructive; patterns of behavior that are not good for us or others; and the list goes on?  
The challenging language of Paul’s Letter to the Romans is pretty telling, isn’t it?  The bottom line for Paul is how to get to eternal life?  Perhaps the bottom line for us is not something as lofty or distant as eternal life but life in the here and now, life lived in and through the power of God’s Spirit leading us and guiding us along the way.  As the hymn goes, “Lord if you lead me, I cannot stray.  Lord, let me walk each day with you.  Lead me, O Lord, lead me.”  
Abraham was led by God.  Paul was led by God.  Are we willing to be led by God?  If we are, where will God lead us and what kind of people will we become inside?  Do we have enough trust in God so that we can set aside our agendas for God’s agenda for our lives?  
My friends if we trust in God, we will be like Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, Jesus and his mother, Mary, Paul and the countless faithful throughout the ages.   Psalm 56 says it well:  “When I am afraid, I put my trust in God.  In God I trust; I will not be afraid.”  May it be so, and may we make all our decisions in life trusting in God’s love and faithfulness.  Amen!
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